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HOLD UP THE LIGHT 
A Musical Drama 
Hold Up The light uses music, poetry, dance, and dramatic readings to 
create a series of images of everyday people. 
The story is centered around Sara and Dwight Goodwin whose 
marriage is in trouble. Eventually they separate. Shortly after the separation 
Dwight "takes up" with a woman named Annie. Sara is sent to prison for killing 
Annie. 
Paulette, Jackie, and Dorian are young people from stable families who 
are aspiring to be professional dancers. 
Characters 
Sara Goodwin Shawn ton ya Porter 
Alicia Holder 
A hard working woman who is fed up 
with the same old routine in her marriage. 
Dwight Goodwin Jawanza Shannon 
Anthony Peebles 
Afamily man ... a husband and afatherwho is having problems 
in his home life .. . yet, he can still reach out to a friend. 
Paulette Kalier Howard 
She is radical in dress, in thought, and in her relationship to society .. 
To her ... society is "messed up". 
Dorian Kalier Howard 
Wendy Blackman 
She is full of life . .. full of energy . . . and full of herself. 
Jackie Latitia Wardlow 
She retains her hopes and her dreams in spite of what is going on around her. Jackie is 
not influenced by friends, drugs, or alcohol 
Annie 
Dexter 
TonyaMcLin 
Milena Green 
Drugs have destroyed her life and her sense of self respect. 
Carlos Phelix 
Vernon Smith 
A suave young man who knows what he wants out of a woman. 
He is a friend of Dorian's. 
Program 
Prologue 
Discrimination 
Paulette vents her feelings about an unequal society. She is coy, radical, and a 
little indifferent 
Injustice Tonya Mclin 
Paulette 
Many people have tried to re-balance the world in terms of justice. One was 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Brotherhood is the answer. 
Learn to Live as Me Joseph Winfrey 
Scene I 
Relationships 
Dorian and Dexter explain the attributes of men and women. 
Phenomenal Woman Maya Angelou 
Dorian 
Exceptional Man Tonya Mclin 
Dexter 
Sara and Dwight Goodwin's marriage is starting to unravel Eventually Sara 
walks out on Dwight. 
Early Evening Quarrel 
Tell Me Why 
Echoes of Laughter 
Sara and Dwight 
Sara 
Jay Shannon 
Jackie and Dorian 
Scene II 
Drugs 
Langston Hughes 
Jay Shannon 
Annie and Dwight are in Annie's home and she is trying to explain to him why 
she sold her seven year old daughter. 
I Have to Check You Out 
Crack Annie 
Annie and Dwight 
Tonya Mclin 
Ntozake Shange 
Paulette, Dorian, and Jackie are at a house party and they have just 
Ain't Got Time 
The Girls' Song 
walked out on the porch in order to "get some air". 
Tonya Mclin 
CAE 
Paulette, Dorian, and Jackie 
Scene III 
Crime 
Sara is in prison. The crime is murder. She killed Annie. 
Bitch Tonya Mclin I 
Sara 
Scene IV 
Reprise 
There's a Light in Every Tunnel 
Sara, Annie, and Dwight I 
Hold Up The Light 
Cast 
JoeYoung I 
Credits I 
Tonya Mclin a transfer student from Rockford, Illinois, developed the show. 50% 
of the material was created by Ms. Mclin. Music has been composed, produced, and I 
arranged by Lorraine Loving who specializes in computers and electronic music, 
Ralph Jones who is a guitarist and vocal jazz specialist; Alex Wise-Bey who has 
expertise in video and electronic rhythms; Jawanza Shannon who is an "up and 
coming" popular songwriter; and Joe Young who has a gift for writing and arranging I 
for voices. Choreographers are Latitia Wardlow and Kalier Howard. These two 
young ladies have been dancing together since their high school days at Lane Tech 
in Chicago. Performers are Nedra McKenzie, Bryan Jordon, Angela Turner, and 
Melissa Boston. Technical assistance was provided by Mark Franklin, Vernon I 
Smith, and Nicole Williams. 
Hold Up The Light is produced by ISU's Creative Arts Ensemble, a twenty year 
veteran of community awareness and entertainment projects. The group was I 
formed in 1970 and members have written and/or produced several musicals, 
television shows, audio recordings, and videos. 200 or more students have had the 
Creative Arts experience and approximately 60% are still involved in arts and 
entertainment. I Acknowledgements 
Creative Arts wishes to thank Mrs. Ruby Perez for help in designing and creating 1 some costumes; students from Music 154 for promoting and marketing the show; 
Mr. Dan Browder for guidance and help in making electronic repairs; and Lorraine 
Loving, Ralph Jones, and Alex Wise-Bey in preparing and performing background 
music. I 
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